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Russia retaliates, plans to 
expel 60 U.S. diplomats 


BY RICHARD PEREZ-PENA 
AND ANDREW HIGGINS 


New York Times 


LONDON 
Russia on Thursday escalated 
a confrontation with Europe and 
the United States over the poi- 
soning of a former Russian spy 
in Britain, saying it would expel 
60 American diplomats and an 


unspecified number of envoys 
from other countries to retaliate 
for a mass expulsion of Russian 
diplomats working in the West 
and beyond that was ordered 


this week. 
The action, which also in- 


cludes closing the U.S. Consul- 


ate in St. Petersburg, was in 


retaliation for the expulsion of 
more than 150 Russian officials 


from other countries — itself a 
reaction to a nerve-agent attack 
on British soil that Britain and 
its allies have blamed on Mos- 
cow. 

The U.S. ambassador to Rus- 
sia, Jon M. Huntsman Jr., was 
summoned to the Foreign Min- 
istry, Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov announced. Sixty U.S. 
diplomats will be expelled from 


Russia — the same as the num- 
ber of Russian diplomats whom 
Washington is expelling. The 
Americans were given until 
April 5 to leave the country. 

In addition, Russia plans to 
expel an unspecified number of 
diplomats from the more than 
20 other countries and NATO 
that joined Britain and the Unit- 
ed States in expelling Russians. 


Lavrov said the number would 
“mirror” the number of expelled 
Russians, which suggested that 
the ultimate total might rise 
above 150. (Britain and Russia 
have already each expelled 23 of 
the other country’s representa- 
tives.) 

The crisis over the poisoning 
of a former Russian double 
agent and his daughter has 
driven tensions between the 
Kremlin and the West to their 
highest pitch in decades. The 
tit-for-tat responses raise the 
prospect of further, more se- 
rious escalations, either public 
or clandestine. 

Voicing alarm that the East- 
West confrontation was spin- 
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ASTROS PLAY SPOILER ON OPENING DAY IN TEXAS 
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RODGER MALLISON rmallison@star-telegram.com 


Blue skies, green grass and warm temperatures greeted the Texas Rangers and world champion Houston Astros on Thursday as they opened the 2018 Major League 
Baseball season at Globe Life Park in Arlington. Houston’s George Springer hit a leadoff home run in the first and the Astros won the game 4-1. The teams play again 
Friday night and on Saturday and Sunday afternoon. For more coverage, go to Pages 5A and 1B. 


BUD KENNEDY 


A PRICEY PLACE 
TO RETIRE? 


New census figures show 
that metropolitan Dallas 
is growing twice as fast as 
metropolitan Fort 


Worth-Arlington. 4A 


LOCAL 


HONORING 
CESAR CHAVEZ 


The annual César Chavez 
March and Rally this 
Saturday will carry a 
message of nonviolence. 5A 


LOCAL 


TWO MEN FOUND 
DEAD IN CAR 


Investigators are looking 
for more information 
about two men found 
dead from gunshot 
wounds in a car. 2A 


Advocacy group: Rendon 
woman among 6 million 
in U.S. who have lost vote 


BY MITCH MITCHELL 
mitchmitchell@star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 

A woman sentenced Wednes- 
day to five years in prison for 
voting illegally in 2016 is one of 
more than 500,000 in Texas 
and 6 million nationally who 
have lost their right to vote. 

Individuals who have been 
convicted of felonies in Texas 
cannot vote until their sentences 
have been cleared, and that 
includes people on probation 
and parole, according to a report 
released in 2016 by The 
Sentencing Project, a criminal 
justice reform advocacy group. 

Crystal Mason, 43, was sen- 
tenced to five years in prison 
Wednesday after testifying that 
an election worker walked her 
through the process of filling out 
a provisional ballot. 

Mason was assigned super- 
vised release after pleading 
guilty to a federal charge in 2011 
and claimed in court that she 
was not aware that Texas felons 


were prohibited from voting 
until they completely finished 
their sentences. 

Mason told the court that 
worker told her that the vote 
would either be counted or not 
counted and guided her through 
filling out the paperwork. She was 
arrested by Tarrant County sher- 
iff’s deputies after a visit to her 
supervision officer in February 
2017. 

The laws that regulate felons 
who wish to vote are so complex 
and varied, that election offi- 
cials in many states have trouble 
keeping up with them, said Marc 
Mauer, executive director for 
The Sentencing Project. 

“There is a great deal of misin- 
formation even among elections 
officials in every state,” said 
Mauer, who added that he has 
studied this issue for 20 years. 
“People are assured that they 
have the right to vote by elections 
officials and often they are oper- 
ating on erroneous information.” 

In every state, the rate that 
African-American felons are 
disenfranchised is dispropor- 


CRYSTAL MASON Courtesy 
Crystal Mason was a convicted 
felon who had not served all of 
her sentence when she voted. 


tionate to the rate of disen- 
franchisement in other ethnic 
groups, Mauer said. 

“These policies particularly 
impact African-American com- 
munities because of the high 
rate they are supervised in the 
criminal justice system,” Mauer 
said. “African-Americans are 
disenfranchised at an average of 
four times the rate of others in 
nearly every state.” 

Lengthy penalties for illegal 
voting are increasingly being 
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